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Wedding Music Selection Guide
Music is an integral part of creating the atmosphere, vibe, and energy of your wedding.  Think of it like a soundtrack to your own movie.  That said, we believe music should be the least stressful aspect of your wedding planning.  Yep, this is the FUN part!  Your choices can be as unique as you like – use the music to express your own personalities as individuals, and as a couple.  Also consider that when your guests are having fun, you are having fun as well, even if their musical tastes differ from yours.   With that in mind, think of the age groups that will be present and how music choices will connect with them as well.  Of course, music is completely up to you and your tastes – you determine what you want and don’t want.  Our planning process will be an ongoing process and dialogue that will zero in on what you definitely want and don’t want played.

Live Music:

This is where we really excel in creating a memorable, unique atmosphere for your wedding. You can utilize our combination of services however you’d like.  We charge the same whether we’re DJ’ing of playing live.  Typically we get hired to play live for the ceremony and cocktail hour, then transition over to DJ for the rest of the party.  We frequently also perform live for first dances and/or family dances, or during part of dinner.  

You can browse our lists of live music on the website for ceremony/cocktail/dinner hour and select a few specific songs for your ceremony (detailed below), and highlight any other favorites you’d like us to hit for the rest of the live music portion.   Also, if you have been imagining a special song that you wanted to walk down the aisle to or have as a first dance, and it’s not on our list, no problem! We’ll learn it, and put an authentic artistic spin on it that you and your guests will remember. 
DJ Music and MC Philosophy: 
At SLP, we have a few hallmarks of our style:  
· Let the Music do the talking: We believe music is powerful enough in itself to really help shape the atmosphere without us being on the microphone all the time. Of course, we use the microphone to M.C. the event and guide people’s attention to where it needs to be at the moment, but we don’t overdo it, crack unnecessary jokes or try to insert our own ego/personality uncomfortably on your event.  Each crowd is different, and we relate to each one accordingly.
· Connect with all age groups in the crowd: Our general philosophy for DJ’ing weddings is to really try to connect with all age groups, which usually takes shape in trying to make the older people happy first.  Get grandma and grandpa out there shakin’ it up for a bit to some music they and the majority of people connect with, versus risking alienating them right off the bat with stuff that’s too edgy or thumpy.  But, still – totally up to you!  We’ve seen granny and grandpa  groovin’ to Lil’ Wayne over Sinatra several times.  Of course, this all depends on the crowd.  If you want to go straight into a more modern, high-energy dance set, game on!!!  No problem!  At most weddings, we mix modern and classic together right off the bat, and inevitably later in the evening as things progress, we move towards the more thumpy/club feel, if that’s what you want.  Each wedding is different!  Some weddings, we never get out of the 80s!  It all depends on you and your crowd.

· Music Lists: Hold the cheese (unless you want it!):  There are several lists of dance music on our website to help jog your memory of what is out there.  A lot of that music on those lists we actually seldom play – simply because, well, a lot of it is cheesy!  When it comes to dancing, as a general rule, we tend to shy away from what are usually considered the ‘cheesy’ selections of music (i.e., no Macarena, YMCA, Electric Slide) unless requested directly by you, because, hey, sometimes cheesy is super-fun!  We use these lists to direct our conversation of what you definitely do and don’t want.   We have a huge library of all the current dance music, all the way back through the decades.  If by chance we don’t have something that is a special request by you or one of your guests real-time on the dance floor, chances are we can download it right on the spot and get it into the mix.  We’ve done this on a moment’s notice.

“How many songs do I need to get to you?!?!”

Either way we decide to go regarding the dance party, know that we are really good at reading crowds and keeping the dance floor packed.  At the same time, we don’t want you to feel responsible for picking all or even most the music.  We just like to grab some guidelines from you – at minimum 10 must-plays, and at maximum – well, however many your brainstorms conjure up, we’ll fit them in.    Take an evening with your fiancé and go through your iPod or CD’s, go down memory lane, and choose some fun stuff!
In summary, when the music-gods speak to you, take note!  If you’re at work and you hear a song on the internet station you’re listening to and think, “Whoa, I have to walk down the aisle to this song!”,  or “I totally remember this song from my college days – we gotta rock out to this one!”, write it down, email it to us!  We’ll keep a running list in your file.   

With all this in mind, here’s a general guideline of what you’ll need to select:
Ceremony (live music, our specialty():

Prelude Music During General Seating:  Typically any where from 15 to 30 minutes before game-time.  Think, would you like instrumental music or songs with lyrics?  Maybe a Beatles tune with just guitar, or some cool, mellow love songs?  Check out our lists, and we’ll chat!  Just give us a vibe and we’ll do it.    So, we’ll need a few choices for prelude:______________, ________________, ______________

Any seating of family members?

Any guests of honor that are being walked down the center aisle before the actual bridal party, we usually do this during the last prelude song. 
Song Choice: ________________________

Wedding Party Processional:  
You can discuss with your coordinator how you’d like the wedding party to come in.  Many times, after the family is seated, the groom and his groomsmen will walk in from the side in silence.  This tips off people that the show is about to begin!  Then, there is a music change, and the bridesmaids/flower girl(s)/ring bearer(s) process in one-by-one.  Sometimes the bridesmaids are escorted by the groomsmen – totally up to you(  
Song Choice: _______________________
Bride’s Procession:  Wide open here! Go traditional with “Here Comes the Bride”, or totally modern – you choose! 
Song Choice:________________________
Any mid-ceremony music needed?  For example, a unity candle, sand ceremony, or wine box?  We can put a bed of music underneath that too, if applicable.  
Song choice: ________________________

Recessional: You did it!!! You’re hitched!!  Let’s party!  Usually a fun, upbeat song with lyrics included.  
Song choice: ________________________
Cocktail Hour

The party begins!  We play an acoustic live mix of songs from all decades.  Again, look through our lists and note some favorites.  We can go more mellow, or more lively, based on your desires and your crowd.
Reception Highlights
Wedding Party Introductions:  Fun and upbeat, mellow and classic? Up to you!  

Song choice: _______________________
Bride & Groom Introduction:  Express your personality here.  Sometimes it’s the same song as your bridal party, or your own song.  
Song Choice: _______________________
Couple’s First Dance: (can occur right after your introduction, or later in the evening)

Song choice:  _______________________
Bride & Father’s Dance:  Song Choice: _______________________
Groom & Mother’s Dance:  Song Choice: _____________________
Any other family dances? (Grandparents / siblings / bridal party…) 
Song Choice: ______________________

Bouquet Toss:  Song Choice: _______________________
Garter Toss:   Song Choice: ________________________
Cake Cutting: Song Choice: ________________________
Last Dance of the night: Song Choice:  __________________________
Other possible dances:

Honeymoon Dance (Dollar Dance): Usually 2 songs: ______________________, __________________

Anniversary Dance (resulting with longest-married couple singled out on dance floor): 

Song Choice: ____________________
Lead-off Dance song: (usually right after the family dances) 

Song Choice:____________________
Reception Hit List

Early Evening/Dinner Service:  Note some of your favorites here:
Then, the dancing starts!  List some must-plays here (we like to get at least 10 from you - but feel free to give us 10 pages if that’s your thing!):
Absolutely Do Not Play List (don’t worry, we never play the chicken dance, YMCA, Macarena, etc., unless you put a gun to our head():


